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‘Lhis place may seem like a dream from
days long since passed, butin Dekalb, IL the
arcade gamning drearn lives on, thanks to the
dedication of Pat O'Malley. Pat startad as
an arcadz operator mare than 20 years aga
when he purchased the original Star Warlds
in 1983, Since then he has expanded to not
onlyrun Star Warlds, but also aperate games
in other locations throughout Dekalb and
the far-western suburbs of Chiraga,

Drekalblodks like most any small mid-
weastern farm town, so I'was shocked when
drove by and noticed & nondescript looking
buil ding that simply said "Star Worlds” an
it, along with some arcade-themed decora-
tons covering the door, My first thought was
that this was an odd place for a home game
Ioam stare, soupon amiving home I quickly
checked the Iternet and. much to my
surprise, I discavered that Star Worlds was an
haonest to-goadness rue 1980% style arcade,

AsTam suremost arcade fans would do,
I promptly told my wife that wehad ta go
and dragged her out the doar the following
weekend, She wasmtasencited as Twas but
she does enjoy games and so off we went!

Onee inside Star Worlds I was met by Pat
and shocked that I could get 30 tokens far
only 5! Truly thisis 2 gamer’s paradise, Even
batter was the fact that most games were only
1 token—except a faw “newer” ones that
werle 2 tokens, including Red Medile (1991)
and Radikal Bobers (1998).

A5Tbegan toexplare Star Worlds, I set
off on a journey back in time, The arcade is
divided up into a couple different roams,

newer and more invalved games are in the
frontroom, along with pinball tables an

one side, In the middle was 2 Toom housing
several alder W inks that can be also convert
inta a birthdayparty raam. In the back there
was another room chack full of classics like
Pae-Man. Bureer Timwe, Centivede. and lesser
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Atomic Punk, Spiker, and Slick Shot.
In addition to this location, Pat also oper-
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In addition to this location, Pat also oper-

ates g;i[] 1es at ‘r'-'lfi()llh' ()EI 1€r $LKJt3|' ;1[1.3[]]“]
Dekalb, ichllu]i]q:'| a candly SI]CJEJ in the down-
town arca. This allows him to keep the game
selection fresh. I'll most certainly be return-
ing to see whar's new and I learned roday that
Pat has added Grewd to the collection.
Visiting Star Worlds was a wonderful
experience for me and my wife. For the first
time, in 15-20 years ;u1:,'|1(1w, we had a chance
to play games like Track and Field, Avalanche
and even_4stersids on an actual arcade cabi-
net, not just threugh emulation at home.
Playing the real games and not the ap-
proximations was truly a thrill and an henor.
Enjoying them while eating popcorn and
-::|'1.'|tti:ug with the owner who has been in the

11 \
Hawve a handfull of poj chat with
Star Worlds &8 O Malley

iluiLl:-‘tr}' Hi.]l.'i.': most (?l-tl'lt'ﬁt' ga['ll.c:i WO new
was cven more exciting!

For these of us who love classic arcade
games, but either can’t afford the space or
meney to build our own home arcades, this
is a grear opportuniry. Ir also made me realize
that while playing games through MAME
or a multi-game cabiner ar home is fun it
is really no replacement for the real thing,

I know that [ left not only with a renewed
appreciation for several games, bur some new
favorites as well.

Sear Worlds is locared ar 1234 East Lin-
caln Highw;i}; DeKalb, IL #0115, about an
hour west Df(-:llic;lgtr. More information,
including newest game acquisitions can be
found on the website: hrep:/ fwwwstar

worldsarcade.com
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