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Illinois video arcade plans weekend celebration of
Donkey Kong's 30th birthday

September 16, 2011
3:46 PM MST

Star Worlds Arcade, the long-time neighborhood video arcade in DeKalb, IL, is getting ready to go ape.

Starting Friday, September 23, Star Worlds is holding a birthday party

to celebrate 30 years of Donkey Kong. The first hit from now-famed

video game makers Nintendo, the classic coin-op hit American

arcades in August 1981. It's success literally saved Nintendo of America

from a bankruptcy that would have left the US video game industry

without it's late 1980s savior.

On Saturday the 24th, Twin Galaxies founder Walter Day will also make

an appearance to take photographs for inclusion in the "Ottumwa Time

Capsule" project, a historic project attempting to celebrate and preserve the history of the first generations of

video gamers for future generations.

A documentary film about Star Worlds entitled A Pocket Full of Tokens and I'm Heading to the Arcade will also

be featured as part of the Sycamore Film Festival in Sycamore, IL on Saturday. In a bit of a double celebration,

Star Worlds will be holding a Donkey Kong tournament during the film festival's block party and another Donkey

Kong birthday party after the film festival.

Star Worlds Arcade has been in operation since 1985. More information about the location or any of these

events can be found at http://www.StarWorldsArcade.com.
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The author of this story can be reached at http://www.PatrickScottPatterson.com. Please credit this article

if/when using this news within any other website or media outlet.
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 Donkey Kong turns 30: How this arcade classic shaped today's video game world

 Donkey Kong turns 30: A look at Nintendo's pre-Kong video games

 Hank Chien wins Donkey Kong playoff; Steve Wiebe places second

 Twin Galaxies founder Walter Day shares thoughts on Supreme Court, video game violence, and parents

 Pac-Man champ tells his story in upcoming new book
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